
Gloucestershire Police and Crime Panel

4 February 2018
Scrutiny of the proposed precept

1. Introduction

Schedule 5 of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 sets out 
the process for issuing a precept, including the Police and Crime Panel’s role 
in reviewing the proposed precept and their power to veto the precept.

The Panel is required to review the proposed precept and make a report 
which may include recommendations. 

2. Discussion on the Budget and proposed precept

The Police and Crime Commissioner introduced the report which proposed 
that:

Funding for the proposed £119.912m 2019/20 revenue budget would require 
a police related Band D Council Tax element of £250.49. This represented an 
increase of 10.6% in the police related Band D Council Tax or £24 for the 
year.

The Commissioner set out the proposal outlining the work being carried out by 
the OPCC and the work on consulting with the public. He outlined the financial 
pressures nationally and that, aside from a small increase in the previous 
year, the police locally had not seen any increase in funding since 2010. The 
balance between local funding and national funding was now at about 50:50 
with Gloucestershire receiving one of the smallest grants from national 
government.  He explained how the Constabulary had managed despite the 
financial pressures and the consequences of cuts. The Constabulary reserves 
had been used appropriately and not for the day to day running of the force. 
HMIC had commended the Constabulary on the way the reductions in funding 
had been managed.

It was the Commissioner’s assessment that the Constabulary remained 
strong, but he felt that the Constabulary was now facing a pivotal point, and 
that the strain was beginning to show. He felt that if the cuts were not 
reversed the Force would be weakened and not able to deliver the service the 
public expected. This was a planned approach to take any flexibility provided 
by central government with regards to funding. The Commissioner had 
lobbied MPs to support additional investment from government.



The Panel asked questions regarding the recruitment of additional officers, 
levels of reserves and the programme of additional savings going forward. 
Some members commented that the Commissioner was putting the cost of 
policing on the public and the most vulnerable would be the hardest hit. One 
member emphasised the increasing demand from cyber-crime and suggested 
that big technology companies should be contributing to funding rather than 
the burden being placed on those that found it hardest to pay

Following the discussion on the proposed 2019/20 budget and precept, the 
Panel were asked to decide whether they:

 Supported the precept without qualification or comment
 Supported the precept and make recommendations, or
 Veto the proposed precept

It was Resolved that:

The proposed police precept for 2019/20 be supported with the following 
recommendation:

That the Panel supports the Police and Crime Commissioner in making 
representations to the Home Office and HM treasury seeking that a 
proportion of police funding is provided by the large technology 
companies in order to fund policing of Cyber Crime.

The draft minutes are available at: 
http://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=650&MId=9
168&Ver=4 

3. Additional items

Mark Astle (Fire and Rescue Service) and Jo Arnold (co-ordinator Safe and 
Social Driving) gave a presentation on this priority within the Commissioner’s 
Police and Crime Plan. The presentation outlined the current position for 
Gloucestershire compared to national statistics and the focus on prevention 
through education

Members received the Chief Executive Report which provided details on the 
actions of the Police and Crime Commissioner’s Office.

Cllr Will Windsor Clive

Chairman of Police and Crime Panel
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